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Ruth Hálová (86 years of age): a woman who deeply loves life 
despite all the pitfalls she has encountered throughout her life.

Inge Svandová-Koutecká (76 let): the first lady of Czech opera 
direction, a singer, costume designer and lecturer, who is still 
very vital, active and creative.

The women we researched in this project are admirable even  
when they are not daily on television or did not gather extraor-
dinary property. They represent certain values and principles, 
without which the society languishes and is less colourful. They 
were born in the twenties of the last century into the world of im-
mense historical events, taking place in the small country on the 
dividing line between the East and the West. They have experi-
enced the forties marked by the war and the life in the Protecto-
rate, enthusiasm of the “golden” sixties cooled down by arriving 
tanks, dull ages of normalization and the beginning of democra-
cy with life values that are still valid on the brink of new millennia. 
They have placed their personal stories and life experiences in 
wide contexts and it is our duty to bear witness by reviving me-
mories, reminding and comparing life events as it is done by 
partners in the project EWA, European women, 2010-2012.
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