ANALYSYS OF THE ATTITUDES AND INTERESTS OF ADULTS 50 + FOR EDUCATION
In order to indicate the attitudes and interests for education of adults 50+ from Sofia, the team of SULSIT and AUL elaborated and distributed questionnaire among persons from mentioned above group. The questionnaire contains 4 groups of questions. Closed questions dominate and after the last answer there is a space for additional replays. 
The respondents are divided into 3 groups: 

· The first group includes 25 adults’ members of AUL who work in different university libraries. The people from this group have solid computer skills and engaged in full time work. 

· The second group includes 30 readers from little public libraries in Sofia. In this group the persons are high educated and not very educated as well. Both groups have positive attitude to the proposed education but according to their education and age they have different interests.
· The third group includes parents and grandparents of students from two universities in Sofia. This group is very diverse from the point of view of education, age and interests. 
We expect and questionnaire filled up by members of the “Pensioner’s Union 2004” in Sofia.

The first group of questions aims to clarify some personal data. Here are included questions for the age, gender, level of education, profession and life situation of the person. The questionnaire is filled up by 118 persons as total number. From them 78 are women or 66, 1% and 40 are men or 33, 9 %. Adults from 50 till 90 years are presented. Among the recipients the biggest number are between 50- 55 (41 persons), which is 34, 7% from all. 25 persons are between 55- 60 years, which is 12, 7%; 13 persons between 70- 80 or 11%, 6 persons are between 80- 90 or 5, 1%. 

It is interesting to note the answer concerning “life situation” of the respondents. We found that there is no direct connection between age and pensioning. For example there are men from military forces 50 years old who are pensioners but there are women 70 and more years of age whoa re full time workers. The respondents are divided in 2 groups from 48 persons of full time workers and pensioners (40, 7%). Just before pensioning are 8 persons or 6, 8%. Part time workers are 4 persons or 5, 1%. Four persons are without income, they are mainly young people.  

According to their education the respondents are: 1 – primary school, 55- secondary school or 46,6% and 58 or 49,1%- university diploma; 4 persons didn’t indicate their level of education. The respondents belong to different professions. They are: doctors, teachers, engineers, language specialists, cookers, workers, drivers, etc. There are representatives of the art: writer, artist, musicians. The conclusion is that all social groups are presented. The respondents worked in different areas: science, teaching, creative or executive work. Some of the respondent as managers. 

The second group questions aimed to receive information about computer skills of the respondents and what is their interest to computing and distant education. To the question whether do you use a computer positive answers are dominated: yes- 77 (65, 3%; no- 41 (34, 7%). Equal indications are given to the question “Do you have a computer?” – Yes- 64, no- 54. To the next question “Do you want to participate in training of computer’s skills and Internet, most of the respondents want to participate in the courses for advanced – yes- 48 (40,7%); in the course for beginners- 34 (28,8%). Part of the respondents choose the answer- yes, but I haven’t money for this- 24 (20, 3%).
Only 14 persons (11, 9%) no any interest to the computing training. It is important to note that in most cases the answers are connected with the life situation and with the profession of the respondents. For example the persons who are full time workers and work with computer want to participate in computer’s course for advanced.
Concerning the distant education the answers are different. Here 31 respondents would like to participate in such education (26, 3%), 21 –never, 16- don’t know what kind of training it is, 46 prefer the contact with the teacher (39%).  The next question concretizes the wishes for education. There are 2 options- to learn language- 26 answers (22%) and “to increase my computer’s skills” – 69 answers (58, 5%). 
The possibilities of distant education for better computer skills are estimated positively mainly from university graduated respondents who are very busy- doctors, pharmacists, lawyers, etc. Representatives of the other professions prefer the contact with the lecturer. 

The third group of questions aims to clarify the type, themes, length and benefits of the education. Very important for the organization of the Academic day and of the future trainings for adults 50+ is the interest to the indicated by us themes. There are 8 options. Only 2 respondents didn’t choose no one, 2 choose more than 1 theme. Here we have 59 positive answers (50%) from all respondents. 
 “Healthy life” is indicated by 38 (32, 2%) and “ideas for leisure time”- 40 or (34%), mainly pensioners. For the “information for treatment of illnesses”- 33 and for “preparation of the projects”- 33 or 22, 9%, mainly full time workers with high education.

Concerning the form of education biggest interest is to “lectures” – 62 (52, 5%), “practical education”- 50 (42, 4%), mainly people with secondary course; “seminars”- 20 (16, 9%), “interaction between generations”- 11 (9, 3%), “projects”- 10 (8, 5%), mainly high educated people.  

Concerning the length of education we received: 42 for shorted education (35, 6%); longer time- 38 (32, 2%); 25 persons (21, 2%) don’t know. No big differences between low and high educated persons. 
 It is interesting to know for what the trained persons will use their knowledge. The answers are: 45 (38, 1%) - for work with people in need and neighbours; work for organization- 33 (28%), 16- for teaching; 34- don’t want to participate (28, 8%).  
The forth group of respondents concerns future organization of the courses and the possibilities for the participants to pay for this kind of courses. Most of the answers are “free of charge”- from 46, 6% for cultural and historical heritage to 57, 6%- for short course for information how to live healthy. 


56% choose computer’s courses of they are “free of charge”; 45,8% can pay for trip to cultural heritage place, 33,9%- for healthy life; 32,2%- can pay for computer’s course, 10,8% - no interest. 6, 8% don’t have interest to healthy life, 7, and 6%- to trips to cultural historical heritage place.
As the result of the analysis of the answers give us picture of interests of the adults 50 +. The Academic day can be organized as follows: 

1. Lecture- presentation of the Bulgarian cultural heritage places, found in the recent years. In SULSIT there are interesting lecturers on this issue.

2. After the lectures the participants will be divided in two groups (10-15 persons) and to demonstrate to them how to search interesting information- healthy life, leisure time, computing skills. We need 5, 6 computing cabinets which are available in SULSIT. 
 
3. It is good to include in the education at least 10 lecturers in order to help personally to every participant in the searching process. 
4. All participants will receive leaflets where will be indicated the way of searching “step by step” and part of the information for healthy life and leisure time. 

5. All participants will receive Feedback questionnaires in order to evaluate the results of Academic day.

6. In order to realize the aims of the Academic day effectively, we plan to have one coffee break with sandwiches for the participants. 
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