Example of a questionnaire for ascertaining older people’s educational needs and interests. Based on a questionnaire developed by ZAWiW of Ulm University and adapted by the DASUN partners for the surveys in their institutions.  


Questionnaire for initial survey to assess seniors’ educational interests and needs
1. Gender

1.1.
Male

2.2.
Female

2. Age 
2.1.
40-50
2.2.
50-60
2.3.
60-70
2.4.o
over 70
3. Education level 
3.1.
Primary education  (up to 9th class, 14-15 years of age, no school qualification for 


university, no professional training)
3.2. Secondary education with A-levels (can be also apprenticeship or professional
training other than higher education, usually up to 18th years of age, the next 
level would be university, college, professional training)
3.3. Degree – University, technical college
4. Where do you live?
4.1. I live near the university and walk there
4.2.
I take a bus

4.3.
I have a car

4.4.
I go with other people
4.5.
I am not very mobile

4.6.
Other………………………

5. Occupation

5.1.
Pensioner

5.2.
Housewife

5.3.
In a pre-pension period
5.4.
In full employment

5.5.
In part-time employment

5.6.
Unemployed

6. In what kind of courses are you interested to take part:

6.1.
Communication in mother language 

6.2.
Communication in foreign language (what language)

6.3.
Internet & PC use and forms of application
6.4.
Civic activities / voluntary work
6.5.
Entrepreneurial education

6.6.
Intergenerational activities

6.7.
Science courses - natural sciences (medicine, ecology, geography)
6.8.
Science courses – humanities (psychology, history, sociology, economy)
6.9.
Cultural development (artistic creation, literature, music)

6.10.
Modern team work, project work

6.11 Other…………..
7. Which form should the offered education have  (choose 3 answers) 
7.1.
Individual lectures or courses
7.2.
Intergenerational learning activities, projects
7.3. Workshops

7.4.
Seminars

7.5.
Research/ project groups

7.6.
eLearning

7.7.
Circular lectures or courses going over period of some weeks, months

7.8.
Other……………………

8. Do you have access to a personal computer (PC)?

8.1.
Yes

8.2.
No

9. When you think about voluntary work, what kind would you be prepared to practice

9.1.
Working with people in need in the neighbourhood
9.2.
Teaching others

9.3.
Engaging myself in a organizational work in a association or a club

9.4.
Other………………..

9.5. 
I am not interested

10. Do you have access to Internet?

10.1.
Yes

10.2.
No

10.3.
I don’t know

11. Did you ever enquire about the possibilities of continuing education  for (older) adults?
11.1.
Yes

11.2.
No

12. Do you know institutions that are offering courses for adults 

12.1.
Yes  
12.2. 
No

13. Do you know institutions that are offering courses for seniors

13.1.
Yes
13.2.
No 

14. How much time are you prepared to spend on education?

14.1.
1x– 2x monthly

14.2.
1x weekly

14.3.
2x weekly

14.4.
3x or more weekly

14.5.
Several day seminars 

14.6.
Other…………………………..

15. Which expectations, goals do you connect with continuing education (till 3 examples)

15.1.
I want to understand things better

15.2.
I enjoy it

15.3.
I want to deepen special interests

15.4.
To come together with people who have similar interests

15.5.
Because my friends/partner take part

15.6.
To stay mentally fit

15.7.
As a way to prevent boredom

15.8.
As a way to stop loneliness

15.9.
To realize what I did not have time for before

15.10.
To be able to follow new social developments

15.11.
To be able to discuss thing with other people, also younger ones

15.12.
To increase my employment chances

15.13.
Other reasons…………………………

16. Are you interested in a certificate or other form or confirmation of your attendance in the course

16.1.
Yes

16.2.
Not important

16.3.
I don’t know yet

17. Do you think that adult education courses are useful for you?

17.1.
Very useful

17.2.
Useful

17.3.
Not useful

18. Would you invest money to participate in adult education courses?

18.1.
Yes

18.2.
No

19. What could you pay for participation in (Here please enter your own categories and fees):
Workshop in natural sciences /humanities  (1 day with lectures, working groups)
Computer and Internet courses ( 2 hours a week over period of 2 months) 

eLearning course ( 3 week moderated eLearning course in your subject of interest)

Other………………………
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